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seats at the Dolby Theatre - still left us wondering if the telecast
was ready for prime time. With the Emmys already behind us,
we'll focus on the big awards in Los Angeles this weekend - and
look forward to the biggest awards in the world in June (and plenty
of thank-yous from Rob Lowe to Chris Rock) right here. In the
meantime, here's our take on the night's winners and most notable
moments: Advertisement Popular on Variety Biggest Flub: Shirley
MacLaine's Constant Gardner speech, in which she sang "Best
Exotic Marigold Hotel," was particularly stiff - and we mean the
dress, not the performance. And that dress couldn't have had more
of an impact, as it was a stark departure from her usual couture
and left the Oscar crowd with their hands on their faces. Biggest
Winner: "The most exciting thing about tonight is that a woman
has won Best Original Screenplay for the second year in a row,"
said Diane Keaton. Keaton won in the same category in 1998 for
"Being Julia." "There i1s so much there with this film; the snappy
dialogue, the sweetness of the characters, the strong woman who
leads it, and, really, the fact that there are no leading men." We
couldn't have put it better ourselves. Pup: Maybe the Pup-Gate
ones were all in our heads, but the litter of barking rescued dogs
during the "Cats" category was the stuff of dogs-gone-wild
nightmares - and they looked desperate, as if they were going to
attack or run onto the stage like lemming-like animals. No pets
were harmed, but the award clearly went to "Cats" because it's all
about the cats and, more importantly, the cat people. Oscars after-
party? We're calling it now: Academy President Cheryl Boone
Isaacs had her party on the roofs 333713323
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